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’ they can be pushed
beyond.’’

.

—Plans ready for thorough —“Deciéive battle’” with
AHSTRALIA scorching of farms and THE ISLANDS Australians raging in
towns in event of Japanese invasion. Bush New Guinea jungle, say Japs. Fierce
fires to be used as a fighting still geing on in Java and Sumatra.
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Spitfive pilot paddles 40 miles
Express Air Reporter BASIL GARDEW

[HFTY-SEVEN nours after he had baled out of his

Spitfire scven miles from the Channel Islands,
Muadron Leader J, €. Carver was picked up at 3 am.
singing in his pubber dinghy, 15 miles from

—1iChannel

A SRR TR When we picked up
Dige. h s eaditv. by|Carver,” he said. "he was per-
taggs Rards the o bedifecily happy. He told me the
o < tP%ards the Engllsh|time e expecetd Lo frrive ab

® struign: Portland. ~ Ané he was up 1o

morce than 40 miles ai Lwo-Lhirds
of 2 mile an hour.

‘The aw fight 100k wace off 1he
Islands.  With another
squadren of fighters Curver was
flying omy a few feet above lhe
waves, between  low-lymg  cloud
and thick haze.

AL 15906 feet Carver casually
calied over the radio telephone 0
the other fighter boys: " Now I'm
1 a jam”  He gave his position,
gaid “ Cheerio.” pulled his dinghy
from beneath his seat, inflated it
from a cylinder of carbon dloxide,
and baled cut.

THREE NIGHTS

o Swam o Lhe
Lied
¥

own, For
nizits -he
sonrdimes Wing on

was chere, .
his back, somelimas on nis side.

The dinghy is too small  for

standing up.

For food he had the checolate
ralion every pilot takes. A small
botile of water siuked his thirst.
And John C. Carver, aged
found he had a whistle in 2
Trousers pocket.

W50 1 whistled and sang,” he
sald.
aple
ured

~1 sang zbout my mother’s
pies beeause 1 Fob rather
of tite checelae” He is un-
od,

i

the rescue ship
ilpisee 1o this fan-

‘i Ruséia gets
help or Allies
create diversion’

British Ambassador’
these four sentences:—
“We have no idea of fighting this wayx

YORK, Monday.

T WO Aflied statesmen, Lord Halifax
and M. Litvinov, made statements

rtance urging the

strategy of attack when they spoke in

The core of the

s speech was in

. That can never bring

total defleat to Hitler and his associates,

nothing for which the

enemy would pay more than lo know just when
intend to atlack,

We are
v 1his pevfectly proper

M. Litvinov, who is Stalin’s Ambassador to the United
States, speaking on the eve of Hitler's expecled offiensive

“With ali the resources of the Soviet Unicn, plus the
assistance of the United States and Britain, it becomes
possible for the first time fo thwart Hitler's plans and

drive his armles baclk.

"“Russiz has not driven
them far—at the most 200
miles here and there. Bul it
is obvious that if our strength
can be increased or—which
may be easier to achieve—if
the German forces can be
split or weakened on the
Eastern Front by a diversion
elsewhere, it will be possible
o push them shll further
Pback to the German frontiet,
to Berlin and peyond,

Waiting for signal

“The further back the Ger-
man armies areg pushed, the
greater bheir demoralisation,
the greater the fermentatton
ang dlscontent within Ger-
many, the greater will be the
activity shown by the Hitler-
hating populations in  the
countries he has sublected,
populations which are only
waiting for a sighal for de-
cislve actlon.

“ and the only signal they will
recognise will be a serious de-
feat for the German army,

"Tine may_be a treacherous

ally, ready to figh: for either side.
It ‘would, of course, be advantage-
ous_Jor us 1 play a soiling game
while accumulating vast reserves,
of armaments if only the foe would
pledge himself during that time to
nactivily.
“This 38 jusi what he would
not go. He would take advantage
of his present successes for a still
further advance, [or the occupa-
tion of more and more points of
vantage, for the seizure of (resh
sources of raw material, for the en-
slavemnent of more millions of
peeple. and (or (he acquisition—it
might be—of new allies,

* These advaniages might
moere Lthan coumerbalan;o any
sugerioriiy  inarms  which we
might gain during a one-way
truce of this sori.

« The German army has been
hanging around Leningrad for
seven months, but cannot take it.
It has been unable o take
Sebastopal, Lo penetrate  the
Caucasus, even lo hold Rostov.

“Finally, it lost the two-
months' batlle for Moseow. and
is being forced to retreat all
along the linz.

““The German soldiers see that
they have not onlv to fzght the
Soviet army, but literally the whole

population.
Shaken

“ How can their mornlc, thelr will
tg fight, thelr confidence in them-
setves and in Hitler fail o be
sholen ? X

"It may Lherefore be confidently
asserted that the former Hitler
ariny. which entered Sovict terri-
tory drunk. with viclory, nc longer
exists—that it has deteriorated, not
oniy physically throtigh the desiruc-
tlon . of i:s crack divisions and the
filllng uo of its ranks wWith imma-
ture youshs and older men. but alse
mord..¥.

“The Germsn people  were
vitteriy disappainted when Hitler
siacked the Soviet Unien,

» At firsl, they were reconciled
when the German Army kepi ad-
vencing eastwards. They hoped
for a rapid debacle.
disappeintnent -

creased when hundreds of irails
of wounded arrived in Germany,

when there was a sudden influx
of wnnouncements in {he Press
of offlcers and soldiers (allen om

the Eastern Front.

1 we add the disager which
overtock Hiller before Moscow, the
discrediting of his solemn declara-
sion on Ociober 2 that the Red
days, the prospects of Iurther wat
in the east of which i
not vet im sighi. it will

be

capitn] was bound o fall in a few

end iS5
easy

weapon.

ACTION
Navy, R.AF.
hit Rhodes

Hitler’s Fastern
springboard

COMBINED  British
naval and air altack

was made early on Sunday
against the Italian strong-
hold eof Rhodes, island
fortress off fthe Turkish
coast, which would be a 4
springhoard for any Axis
attack on the Turks.

Wellington bombers opened
the swoop with before-dawn
atiacks on the island alrficlds.
The bombers' jor was 1o smash
the dispersed Axis planes—make
them useless for efence againsh
the ships making the major alineks,
A secandary job [or ithe R.AFP.
was to divert the enemy’s atention
and fire from the main blow,
A Reuler message from Cairo
early Loday says:— o
Despiie signs of (he building up
of Axis air stirenglh in the Eastern
Mediterranean in readiness for the
spring, the Wellington crews said
they met very Ilittle oprosition,

Artillery opens

Airfields at Larilza and Calale
were attacked with high explo-
sive bombs nnd machine-gun fre.
A licutcnantcolonel in 4 British
anti-alreralt unit who flew over
a5 an gbserver said that the fire
from the ground was ragged and
inefTective.

A pilot over Cxlate reported thal
he saw Laritza “lit up like a
Christmas Lree,”

There were never fewer than

four Nares shining wilh their com-
hioned  5.000.000 candlc-power over
the airfleld -ared. - - <.
ter, bursts of caemy arliery
fire were seen, suggesting oppo-
sition 10 the combined aflagk
then developing  elaw, out of
sight of the pilots,
Covered aircraft hideduts, in the
shadow of the 4000-f1. mourtain
marking the cenire of the island,
were  machine-gunned by diving
Plancs, and many fires were burn-
ng as the radders ielt.
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.

The bush w

HEN Mr. R. G. Cas
in Washington, br

“T

scorched-earth policy in
he was not omitting a

Battle
rages In
jungle

TOKEO reports admitted
last night that Allied
jorces were still fighling
strongly in three of the
great islands invaded by
the Japinese—New Guinea,

Java and Sumatra.

NEW GUINEA.—The Japanese
say that thelr forces have
advanced through  jungle
sountry Into the interior and
clashed with the Australlans.

“A  decisive battle is in pro-
gress in the cenire of the island,”
says_Tokyo.

The interior of New Guinea s
mountainous, with deep jungles,
jazrge arcas of which are unex-
plored.

Japanese forces are established

e North goast, but so far have
only bembed the south coastal base
of Por, Moresby. .

JAVA.—Japanesc claims to have
ocoupicd Malang, south of Surn-
baya, the former Dutch naval base,
indicate that stilf resistance is still
beinz put up by Allied uniis,

Tokyo, quoting Japanese re-
poris (rom  Bandoeng, admits
that a great number of Dutch

%rqops are siill {ree in the moun-

tains,

to stop Jap invaders
Express Military Reporter MORLEY RICHARDS

ill be fired

ey, Australian Minister
oadcast a promise yes-

terday that his country would adopt a complete

the event of invasion,
devastating weapon—
bush fires.

Although in the far north
there are subiropical jungles
which would nof burn, fur-
ther south thousands of
squara miles of Australian
bush could be fired to set up
2 barrier of Alame against the
Japanese.

In netmal times a large army
of fire-fighters is permanently
employed to keep such out-
breaks under contrel.

“We believe the &ime has
come [or atback” said Mr

BULGARIA, HUNGARY
MILITARY PACT

A sccrel lrealy of frieandship
Including a mililaty agreement
has been reached between Bul-
garia  and Hungary, safs an
[stanbul  message  qooled by
Moscow Radio last night.-AP.

Four hundred Amerlcan prisoners
of war were_ captured at Bandoeng
and & bundred more in Eastemrn
Java, states a despatch to the
Domel Agency.

Amorz  the British prisoners!
taken were twe major-generals, it

says.

. SUMATRA—Fighting continues
in she-centre of the island, “ where
Japanese troeps are about to push
Duteh trogps furlher back,” says!
Tokyo.—A P, and Reuter messagés.

Same pay for ail

Australian ﬁghters‘

 MELEROURNE, Mcnday.—Regula-

tions will seon he jssued placing
the A.LF., the Milltia. the RAAF,
and lhe permanent mililary forces
on the same footing for general
conditlons and pay, at an estimated
annua)l cost of £10,000,000.—Express
News Service.

TS is the nan who led the
little parly of Curupezns

happen here

amd Chinese who escancd (rom
Hengkong after its dult ., , Lhe
ISCOUNT BENNETT, former| Chinese Admiral Chan  Chak.

Premier of Canada, said at
Sheffield yesterday: "It is il
hardest tilin in the world to
make Eng]isﬁmen realise that
what happened in Holland and
Belzizm may happen here.

“We should wot think of

Mg losi his leg years ago in
service of his counlry,
arm wnund he owes to the new
war. . . . On his right is Com-
mamler Hlugh BMontague, LN,
ane of the British oflicers who
escaped with him.

Lhe
The

todzy otber than as a day of]
great menace to everything we
hold dear. il we scize the
opportunity we shall have no
cause to complain of the result.”

TURKISH TOWN
BOMBED

A Turkish comumuniqué quoted
last night by Ankara radic said
that at 1 am. yesterday three
foreign  planes  bombed and
machine-gunned thes iown of Milas
(Soathern Turkeyr, Fifteen bombs
were drepped, two  peopie  bdiag
killed and one injured.

Swiss rmdio gave the number of
mManes as 11, and the casualtics as
i0 dead nnd 12 injured.

Milas is 20 miles from the coast
opposite the Dodecanese Islands.—
xpress Radlo Station,

‘Move out’ order
on two coasts

THE GERMANS have banned
Belgians  from  Belgium's  coast.
Fishermen caunol g0 o sea with-
oui a military pennit, which must
e renewed daily.

TIIE SPANISII have ordered
Moors living near the coast of
Spanish Alorocce to move injand,
This {ollows a Vichy order that all
Britens living in French Aloroceo
coust Lowns must go to the interier:;

Mild

Strails : Mild : south-west brecze.

Eire cuts sugar,
cuts out petrol

Eire culs the sugar ration Irom
Ik 1o 3k 2 head weekly {rem
April 4. and abolishes the basic
petrol ration {rom May 1.

Nothing doing

Bombs last night: None.

Darwin raided

FEW hours before .Port

-Large-scale air attacks were

Enemy radio siations put out
reports today that Japanese maval
forces had arrived in the
Stralt  (separaiing New Guinea
fram Ausiralin). and that “the
Japanese  are aboul to  occupy
Tintsday Tsland.”

which les off Cape York,

Mimtster,  announced  ithat
win_attack.
*‘The raid was on a smal
than previous atiacks,” he
"It was made by
bombers.
SCVeI.
definile objectives. )
“Thure were some casualties,
number of which is nat,
Bombs

krown."

persontiel and buildines.

The raid, was Darwin's fourth.

What they did when the sirem went

HERE'S something i the air.
tawmiliar fune nof long ago, but now . | .
London hkears the sirens again.  Yesterday
the alert sounded jor first lime in duylight

helmneis,

io understand

schedyla,

the German people."—Reuter.

the inoral state of

since June 6 last wear. And somehow ihe

It was a | alerl wes not alarming.
after if sounded .
No gas masks.
at ike coriter of the street.
juterest, but nol a greel deal more.,
Story on Page Three,

Here is London
all very casual.  No
A litlle conversalion
A certuin

JAPS MASS PLANES

Express Staff Reporter

this afternoon,. Australian reporters cabled from
Port Moresby that the JYapanese were massing large
numbers of planes in New Guinea.

to be expectad, the reports said.

Tortes,

Thutsday Isiand is 1w the graup

Mr, Curiin, Comnmeoniwealth Prime
anky
slight daomage was done in the Dar-

ier stale
said.

. heavy
in two formations of
The. enemy conceniraied on
the
dropped were mainly of

the surface-explosion {vps designed
to do the maximum .damage to

‘damage slight’

CANBERRA, Monday.
Darwin was bombed again

Gustav’s heir goes
to Finn capital

Sixty-year-old Gustav Adolf, heiy
to the King of Swveden. is expected
in Helsinki for a visit that will iasil
several days, said Lhe Fionish radie
last night. He visited Pinn Ammy
headquarters  last | Sepiember.—

Casey. “The only means by
which we can defend Australia,
this last base of the TUnited
Natlons in the Paclfic. is by
aitack—1o mect and hit the
enemy wherever he is found, to
turn defensive attack into
counter-asttack.. .and . counter-
attack ifito offensive. — -

“We will attack the cnemy before
he lands-on the soil of uhe maln-
land of Australia, and we will con-
tinue to atiack him if, by an evil

' chance. he succeeds in landing.

o1 it shouid be necessary, we
will destroy aur homes, cropd and
herds, Jay waste our towns and
cripple our railways. so that mo-
thing may remain thes might be
ot value to the cniemy,

"We will aitack and go on
attacking while anything remalns.

Battle of the Fringe

“We shall not perish, hecause
e have behind us all the power
that the United Nations. especially
Eritain and the United States, can
muster, and we shall have fighting
with us all lhe forces ang all the
equipment the United Nations can
?‘la?{lil:fntrﬂte in this vital battle-
el

. Diffieulties of invading Austra-
lia may cause the Japamese to
limit their ambitions.

Within a few weeks, or even
days. there may begin the Battle
of the Fringe: Lhe cpastal odge of
Australia.

Signs are that the Japzoese are
marshalling their strength towards
the eastern tip of New Guinea, in
New Britain_and the Solomons,
where, according to enemy claims
last night, the ocecupation of some
Stlr?t'edgm polnts has been com-

cted.

That suggests attack would be

ected not towards Darwin, but
Cape York and the eastern coeast
of Australia. .

Or it may b2 an elzboraie bluff
to drow off defending forees so

Express Radio Station,
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